COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

NOTICE
D.C. LAW 4-205

"Summary Abatement of Life-or-Health Threatening
Conditions Act of 1982°,

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-
Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, P. L. 93-198,
"the Act", the Council of the District of Columbia adopted Bill
No. 4-459 on first and second readings, November 16, 1982, and
December 14, 1982, respectively. Following the signature of the
Mayor aon December 28, 1982, this legislation was assigned Act No.
4-289, published in the January 14, 1983, edition of the D.C.
Register, (Vel. 30 page 188) and transmitted to Congress on January
7, 1983 for a 30-day review, in accordance with Section 602 (c)(1)
of the Act.

The Council of the District of Columbia hereby gives notice
that the 30-day Congressional Review Period has expired, and

therefore, cites this enactment as D.C. L2 4-205, effective

DAVID A. CLARK %

hairman of the Council

March 10, 1983.

Dates Counted During the 30-day CoqgrgssionaI Review Period:

January 25,26,27,28,31
February 1,2,3,4,7,8,9.10,11,14,15,16,17,22,23,24,25,28
March 1,2,3,4,7,8,9
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DC. LAW 4= 205 A
roaTe * MAR 101983 DL ACT4-289

IN THE COUNCIL OF TEE DISTRICT OF COLUMEBIA

DEC 28 1982

To authorize the Mayor of the District of Columbia to
' provide for summary abatement of life-cr-health
threataning housing or vacant lot conditicns, and for
other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THEE COUNCIL OF TEE DISTRICT QF COLUMBIA,
That this act may be citad as the "Summary Abatement of
Life=ocr-Health Threatsning Condition: Act of 1982".

 Sec. 2. Section 1 of An Act to provide for the

abatament of nuisances in the District, and by the

CCDIFICATICN
Commissioners of said District, and for other purpcsaes, K- VR
approved April 14, 1906 (34 Stat. ll4; D.C. Code, sec. TR

5-513) is amendaed by adding mew subsections (c) and (d) %o
read as follows: ' u

"(e) The Mayor may caﬁse the summary corrscticn of
housing ragulation viclations where a life-or-health -
threatsning condition exists, as determined by the Mayor. A
lifs=or~health thr‘aénning'conditicn means a condition which
imminently endangers the health or safaty of the tenant who
occupies the pramises in a housing unit. The condition may
include, but is not liﬁited to, the intér?Z;;icn of
alectrical, heat, gas, water, or other essential services,

when the intarzuption rasults from other than natural

causas. The Mayor shall notify promptly the owner cor



authorized agent that the correction is ordered within a
specified time periocd. If at the time of this notice the
owner is engaged in a goed faith effort to make the
necessary correction, the Mayor shall not commence
corrective acticn unless and until the owner interrupts or
ceases the effort. A good faith effort shall be cne which
is likely to cause the correction of the condition at least
as soon as it could otherwise be correctad by the Mayor.
The Mayor shall provide an opportunity for review of ﬁhe
summary corrective action without prajudics to the Mayor's
authority to take and completa that action. The ocwner or
authorizad agent shall be notified by perscnal servica cr by
regiatared mail to the last kxown address and by conspicucus
posting on the properxty. If the owner or address is
unknown, or cannot be located, notice shall be provided by
conspicucus posting on the property. The Mayor may assess
all reasonable costs of correcting tﬁ;—;ondition and all
expensas incident thereto as a tax against the property, to
carry this tax on the regular tax rolls, and to collect the
tax in the same manner as real estata taxes ars collectad.
Monies in the revolving fund established by subsaction

(B)(1) shall be available to cover the costs of the summarzy
corrsction authorized by this subsection.

"(d) The Mayor may chargs any property owner whose

property is the subject of corrective action, as provided in

subsection (c), as added by saction 2 of the Summary
Abatament of Lifa-cor=-Health Threatening Conditions Act of

1982, or any property owner who recaives a notice to correct
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wrongful conditions pursuant to section 3 a fee to cover the

administrative costs incurred by the District of Columbia in
its efforts to provide that the violation be corrected. The
Mayor may assess this fee as a tax against the property, may
carry this tax on the reqular tax rolls, and may collect
this tax in the samé manner as real estate taxes are
collected.".

Sec. 3. Secticn 4 of An Act To authorize the

Commissionars of the District of Columbia to remove D.C.Cd=,
sec. 560
dangercus or unsafe bulldings and parts thereof, and for (1981 ed.

other purpeses, approved March 1, 1899 (30 Stat. 923; D.C.
Codae, sec. 5-604) is amended by adding at tha end ther=of a
new subsection (c) to rsad as follows:

"(c) Whers the Mayor detarmines that there exists a
lifa-or-health threataning condition om a vacant lot, the
notice required by this Act shall be deaemed to have been
sarved if the o;;er or authorized agent is notified by
perscnal servica or by registarad mail to the last known
address and by conspicucus posting on the property. I1f the
owner or owner's addrass is unknown, notice shall be
provided by conspicucus pesting on the property. A
life-or-health threatening condition means a conditiom which
imminently qn:hnqcrs the health or safaty of persons in the
areaa of the vacant lot.”".

Sec. 4. 'Section S of An Act To authorize the
Commissioners of the District of Columbia to remove

D.C.Cxde,

dangerocus or unsafe buildings and parts thereof, and for felggls;;?'

other purpcses, approved March 1, 1899 (30 sEat. 9237 DTC



Code, sec. 5-60S5) is amended as follcws:

(a) By designating the existing text as subsection
"(a)"; and

(b’ By inserting at the end thereof a new subseétion
(b) to read as follows:

"(b) The Mayor may assésé all reasonable costs,
including administrative costs, of correcting a
life-or-health threataning condition pursuant to section

4(c) and all expenses incident tharsto as a tax against the .

property, may carry this tax on the tégula: tax rolls, and
may collect this tax in the same manner as real astats taxes
ars collectad. Monies in the revolving fund established by
section 1(b)(l) of An Act to provide for tha-abatement.cf.
muisancas in the District and by the Commissioners of said
Districe, and,fb:'cthn:-gurpcsns, approved April 14, 1306
(34 Stat. 114; D.C. Code, sec. 5-513) shall be available to
cover the costs of correcting life-cr-health threatening
conditicns. Any amounts assessed and collected as a tax
égain:t'real property pursuant to this section shall ke
dapositad to the c:edit.oilth. ravolving fund.”.

Sec. 5. Any person who is the cwner of vacant property
in the District of Columbia and who is not a resident of the
District of Columbia mnst,appcint:or employ An agent who is
a resident of the District of Columbia. This person shall
be authorized by the owner and shall be responsible for tha
cars and maintanance of the proparty. The owner shall
notify the Director of the Department of Finance and Revenue

of the appointment of the agent and of any change in the

Enrolled orig
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agent or in the address of the ageat. Any owner of wvacant
property in the District of Columbia found to be in
violation of this section shall be subject to a fine of $50.
Sec. 6. This act shall take effect after a 30-d$y
period of Congressional review following approval by the
Mayor (or in the event of veto by the Mayor, action by the
Council of the District of Columbia to coverride the veto) as
provided in section 602(c)(1l) of the District of Columbia
Self-Government and Governmental Recorganizatiocn Act,

approved Decembar 24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Coda, sec.
1-233(c) (1)).

Gl

Council of the District of Columbia

Mayer { i
District of Columbia é

APPROVED: Decsmber 28,

’

Enralled Ori



Council Period Foar

COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Second Session

mocxer no: B 4-459

|”_| Item on Consent Calendar
acTmon: Adopted First Reading, ll1-16-82
|%X| vox= vore;_BY Majority, Members Winter and Mason abstained
»eme: Shackleton, Crawford and Spaulding

] SO0LL CALL VOTE: *
| CONCIL, VEMBER [AYE [NAY |N. V. 1A, 3. [COONGIT, VEMBERTAYE [NAY IN.V. [A.3. |CONCIL VEMBER[AYE [NAY [N.V. |A-B. |
| GN . ODEN 7y A SEACKLETCN |
|WINTER MASCN SPAULIING ]
| MOORE, JR. WILSCN !
| ARPCRD FAY I
| JARVLS = l
1 X= Vota A.B. - Absent N.V. - Not Voting !

ERTI IATIN F, RECRD
|tary o the Date
IX_] Item oo Conment Calerdiar

acrxms__Adoptaed Final Reading, 12-14-82

| COONCTY, WEMBER [AYE NAY [NV, [A 3. [CCONCLY, MEMBERAYE [NAY [N.V. [A.3. |CCONCIL, MEMSERIAYE [NAX [N-V . [A.a: |

¥
'

| T, e TAVE [NA [NV, TA. 5. [COONCTT, e [AVE [RAY [N V. [A-5: |CONr B A T TN- V- 5o 5. |
|G ._oDaN oNE | SEANCLETON |
| WINTER MASCN AULDING |
| CARKE MCORE, JR. WILSCN [
| QAECRD RAY [
| JARVIS ROLARK {
| X - Irdicates Votm A.3. — ADsent N.V. = NOT Voting !
F

Bpure Secratary ™ the (ouncll (ace



